Certain bacteria produce some carcinogens such as N-nitro compounds, n-butyric acid and n-valeric acid.
identified by using the Rap ID ANA system II (Innovative Diagnostic System, Inc., Atlanta, GA) combined with gas-liquid chromatography (GLC) to identify the fatty acid that is produced during bacterial growth in PYG broth (Scott Laboratory, Rockville, MD). Isolates that were difficult to identify were subjected to techniques described in the anaerobic laboratory manual24). Microaerophilic and aerobic isolates were identified by standard identification schemata . Gardnerella vaginalis was identified with API STREP identification system (API System S .A., Montalieu vercieu, France); Lactobacillus was identified to the genus level by GLC; members of the family Enterobacteriaceae were identified by using the Enterotube II identification system (API System S .A., Montalieu vercieu, France); members of the family Micrococcaceae were identified with the API STAPH identification system (API System S.A., Montalieu vercieu, France); members of the genus Streptococcus and Enterococcus were identified with the API STREP identification system. Seventeen samples (85%) from the uterine endometrial cavity in patients without complications other than myoma uteri were sterile. In the other three cases, Staphylococcus epidermidis was detected at 3.6, Lactobacilus acidophilus at 3.5, and Enterococcus faecalis at 4.0 were detected (Table 1) .
Bacteria were detected in the uterine endometrial cavity in all twenty patients with uterine endometrial cancer ( Table 2 ). Of the gram-positive cocci, Staphylococcus haemolyticus was detected in three cases, Streptococcus agalactiae in six cases, Enterococcus faecalis in three cases and Enterococcus faecium in two cases. Of gram-positive bacilli, Staphylococcus aureus was detected in one case. Of gram-negative bacilli, Escherichia coli was detected in eight cases, Citrobacter freundii in two cases, Proteus sp. in one case, Enterobacter cloacae in two cases, and Klebsiella pneumoniae in five cases. As anaerobic bacteria, Bacteroides fragilis was detected in four cases, Bacteroides distasonis in five cases, Bacteroides thetaiotaomicron in two cases, Prevotella bivia in seven cases, Peptostreptococcus anaerobius in three cases, Peptostreptococcus magnus in three cases, Peptostreptococcus micros in two cases, and Propionibacterium acnes in one case.
Discussion
The uterine endometrial cavity is normally sterile20 
